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From the Rector’s Desk

For many, the® of
February is Groundhog’s Day, but
not for Christians. February®s
The Presentation of Christ in the
Temple. There was a teaching in
Judaism that every first-born male
was holy to the Lord. So the
custom was to bring the child to
the Temple, offer a sacrifice, and
dedicate the child to the Lord. Luke, in tH8 2
chapter of his Gospel, tells us that Mary and
Joseph observed this custom and brought the
infant Jesus to Jerusalem.

While at the Temple in the holy city,
Mary and Joseph are approached by an old man
named Simeon. He was righteous, devout, and
God had promised him that he would not die
until he had seen God’s Messiah. In the movie,
“Jesus of Nazareth,” the scene showing Jesus’
Presentation is particularly powerful. Mary and
Joseph are in the midst of a large and noisy
crowd, when suddenly this rather frightful old
man confronts them. As they stare at him,
startled and fearful, he gives his testimony,
“Now let thy servant depart in peace, for these
eyes of mine have seen the Savior, whom you
have prepared for all the world to see.” Then

comes the ultimate moment. The
old man looks piercingly at Mary
and says, “ This child is set for
the fall and rising of many in
Israel,_and a sword shall pierce
through your own soul also.
Thus the Mother of Our Lord is
given a foreshadowing of the
terrible pain she will endure as
she watches her son die on the
Cross. The horror on Olivia Hussey'’s face in
this scene (she played Mary in the film) is
palpable.

For me the holy day of the Presentation
is always a reminder that the Biblical characters
in the Christian story are real people with real
fears and vulnerabilities. They were real
mothers and fathers who loved their children
fully as much as parents love their children
today. Given that, | am also reminded what a
tremendous cost they paid, and what pain they
endured, as God brought salvation to the world.
| remember St. Paul’'s words to the Corinthians:
“For you are bought with a price. Therefore
glorify God in your body and in your spirit,
which belong to God (1 Cor. 6: 20).” As we
approach the penitential season of Lent, these
are useful things to keep in mind.
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Christmas Pageant

The following photos are from the 2011 Christmagdat. The participants put on a wonderful depictib
the birth of Jesus Christ. St. Thomas is blessét@ such a fine group of young people willingpth so
much heart into this annual performance. Congratuia to all of them and to Pam Kerley for doing he
usual excellent job of providing the leadership.

Lenten Booklet

Have you written your paragraph for the Lenten Bebyet? This is your
last opportunity so please DO IT TODAY!

Choose your favorite prayer and explain why itasiiyselection. Writings
should be sent to Peggy Nelson (phnelson@charter.ne
Jo Ann Bowman (jacob1809@charter.net) or be letth@ichurch office

We need everyone's help....We want everybody'rs hiin the Lenten
Booklet Club today!
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St. Thomas' Women of the Church Minutes

The first meeting of the Women of the Church in2@as held on Monday, January 9, at 10 a.m., in the
Lower Parish Hall, presided over by Pat Clark, cespent. Following an opening prayer, ProgramiCha
Frances Floyd, introduced Marcy Martin. She andhusband, accompanied by their family, served as
missionaries for two years in Tanzania.

Mrs. Matrtin, niece of St. Thomas' parishioner Dadg Patterson, gave an interesting talk about sipeat
in the eastern African nation. Located in a sroa#istal town, she explained gaining entry to vékagnd
their people by presenting programs on subjectscthild enhance everyday life.

Only after gaining the trust of villagers could tdartins begin to share the story of Christianity.

Africans, with their strong practice of oral histolove stories, so the missionaries told bibleieto They
began in Genesis and progressed through the Otdriient, then moved into the New Testament. Because
most people are Muslim, converts to Christianitgefastracism and reprisals, so accepting JesustChri
requires great courage. Two weeks before the tlepasf the Martins for the US, they were heartelngd

the simultaneous conversion of 22 Tanzanians, @jenty members in a village where they had witeess

Minutes for the December meeting reported on timeex by the J. Glenn Edwards School Chorus. The
Treasurer's Report revealed that the Food Fairegednover $8,400.

Business covered in the meeting included:
. Report on the Fall Food Fair

. Suggestions for Food Fair improvements
. Need for LPH bathroom refurbishments

After a prayer, the meeting was dismissed. The meeting of the WOC will be a Tea, to be held atrB.
on February 6, at Christina's Tea Room.

The next meeting of the Women of the Church wilhieéd on February
6, at 2 p.m., in a private room at Christina's Ream. It located on
Carthage Street, next door to Mrs. Lacy's. Theekadill be treated to a
Tea, celebrating and rewarding their hard workmythe year. A
commentary on "Tea," long a much-loved Britishigion, will be
given by Toby Morrison of The Design Studio.

To reserve your place, call Pat Clark (774-331%rances Granger
(775-5645). Acceptance is a binding commitmertie Tut-off date
for reservations is January 30.

Learn from the Epistle of James

Come join us and learn what James has to say &adathtand Works; taming the tongue; boasting; pate
and prayer and how it applies to us today. A néweBstudy class on The Epistle of James will bexin
February 9, 2012. We will meet on Thursday morniings1 10 to 11:30 am. The class will be led by Begg
and Bob Nelson. Looking forward to seeing you then.
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Results of 2011 Pledge Campaign

The results from our 2011 pledge campaign arésof the end of 2011, we had 92 pledges, roudidy t
same number we had at this point last year. Ths stort of our goal of 100 per cent participatend is
probably a reflection of the economic realitiesisInever too late to pledge, so please consioieigdso if
you have not gotten around to it yet. Your gengyasill continue to brighten the budget picture.

The amount pledged was $271,154 which is $32,00 sfhcompletely supporting the 2012 budget. élat
donations, investments, and the endowment will mgk#he difference as was the case in 2011 to tloead
full budget. So if you don't pledge, please beagens in your weekly giving.

For 2011, we were counting on another $25,000 wiiat pledged and not given by the end of the yéér.
continue to hope these pledges will be fulfilled2842 begins. It is never too late to fulfill &gdge. With a
tightening budget, the fulfillment of every pledgecomes much more critical.

Those pledging were very generous. Our averagigple/as just under $3000 with half the pledgesdoein
greater than $1500. Your generosity will enabl&@I8imas to continue its good works in ministried an
outreach as well as maintaining our commitments.

Thanks to the good stewardship of Father Craigyéstry, all committees, ministries and our paosiers
we operated in the black for 2011 as TreasurerBalbon discusses in his article. We anticipatestimae
for 2012 as we joyfully gather the fishes and Isaard distribute them to where they will do the hymod.

The Stewardship Committee is always looking for mé®as and would welcome any St Thomas members
who would like to join us. Currently, Buddy Tiddarty Pate, Oliver Crawley, Wally Jones, Sue Cortisto
Jane Escher, Dean Thorndike and Ron Hewett areeocammittee. Bob Nelson meets with us the Parish
Treasurer. We meet 2-3 times during the year.

Again, thanks to all whose generosity made 201h suitlfilling year for St Thomas and a happy nexary
to our parish as we embark on another ambitioustpgear.

What is Stewardship?

What is stewardship? | understand it as takingawesibility of planning and management of resources
Another way to express the meaning is taking casomething belonging to someone else.

A person who looks after another’s possessiorsieward. Being a servant is not necessarily baing
steward, for the servant is watchful for reasonkeaith and safety. Stewardship is an attitudetds/
possessions.

In our Christian lives stewardship is the reali@atihat God is the owner of all economic valuee phivate
property we hold is in scared trust. Our respadlisilis to plan and manage the entrusted resourdesbe a
steward is to nourish and protect God’s possessidfescan see this as “going green”, conservingraht
resources, sharing our faith and house of worsind,taking care of economic values.

Stewardship is not foolishness. It is not beingtetul. Rather, good stewards are intelligent mintiful of

(continued on page 8)
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From Our Treasurer

Fellow parishioners,

While we seemed to push the envelope leading istmeBber just a bit, as the curtain came down fai 20
our response to God's plan ended in positive ¢eyritWe hit our budgeted revenues by another $i@D
cost constraints of $2,157 meant that we carrig@8 into fund balance.

We had some parishioners fall on tough times th& ywhile others saw the need to scale backhésame
time, several of our membership found themselvels thie ability to go beyond their original commitme
Do not be anxious about anything, but in everythoggrayer and supplication with thanksgiving letiy
requests be made known to God. And the peace of Wudh surpasses all understanding, will guardryou
hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus. PhilippiaGs/

God's plan is working, our numbers grew in 201#lidghe financial support that accompanied the ginaw
our size. Outreach, stewardship, discipleshipjsiian education, parish formation, prayer guildd aur
worship service are all intangibles that assishedais in our journey as we grow in the love ofi€h You
know, we maintain a high level of confidentially oar giving at St. Thomas but if you could onlyisiimy
shoes and see the wonderful responses that suvfearethe Lord calls us to help our fellow persam, dure
you would agree, our God is an awesome God. LptaysHe will continue to bless us as we seek téligo
will.

St. Thomas Episcopai Church
Statement of Activity Year Ended December 31, 2011

2011 Year to PN Year Ended

Bidoat Mata Parmainineg | Budoat 2Nn1nN

UMMEUL AL IR mIANI IE el el ey P [T
Revenues $331,934 5332064 & (130) 1m0% S 344,917
Caring forour Clergy 161,743 159,309 2,434 sy 155,380
Caring for Our Facilities 36,150 38,648 (2,498) 107% 44,032
Making it All Work 33,560 31,071 2,489 935 31,328
Making a Celebration 29,136 32,517 (3,381) 1iz% 31,467
Making a Difference in the World 18,600 19,115 {515) 103% 17,340
Making Disciples 11,205 9,050 2,155 8% 11,524
Caring for the Larger Church 36,540 35,748 792 9% 26,160
Caring for Each Qther 5,000 4,319 681  8a% 4,292
Totals 331,934 329,777 2,157  99% 321,523

Cash over (less than)
expenditures s - S 2,287 S 23,394
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Baby and Bum

We were the only family with children in the restant. | sat Ricki in a high chair and noticed every was
quietly sitting and talking. Suddenly, Ricki squeshlwith glee and said, 'Hi.' He pounded his fatyldadnds
on the high chair tray. His eyes were crinkledanghter and his mouth was bared in a toothless @sihe

wriggled and giggled with merriment.

| looked around and saw the source of his merrinmientas a man whose pants were baggy with a zigper
half-mast and his toes poked out of would-be shidesshirt was dirty and his hair was uncombed and
unwashed. His whiskers were too short to be callbdard and his nose was so varicose it lookedlikead
map.

We were too far from him to smell, but | was sueesimelled. His hands waved and flapped on loossswri
'Hi there, baby; hi there, big boy... | see ya, bistiee man said to Ricki.

My husband and | exchanged looks,
'What do we do?'

Ricki continued to laugh and answer, 'Hi.'

Everyone in the restaurant noticed and looked aindsthen at the man. The old geezer was creating a
nuisance with my beautiful baby. Our meal camethednan began shouting from across the room, 'Do ya
patty cake? Do you know peek-a-boo? Hey, look,iens peek-a-boo.'

Nobody thought the old man was cute. He was obiyalrsink.

My husband and | were embarrassed. We ate in sij@flcexcept for Ricki, who was running through hi
repertoire for the admiring skid-row bum, who imrtureciprocated with his cute comments.

We finally got through the meal and headed fordber. My husband went to pay the check and toldane
meet him in the parking lot. The old man sat poisetiveen me and the door. 'Lord, just let me outeoé
before he speaks to me or Ricki,' | prayed. Aindcloser to the man, | turned my back trying tiestep
him and avoid any air he might be breathing. Agl|] Ricki leaned over my arm, reaching with botimaitin

a baby's 'pick-me-up’ position. Before | could sbham, Ricki had propelled himself from my arms be t
man. Suddenly a very old smelly man and a very gdaaby consummated their love and kinship. Ricki in
an act of total trust, love, and submission lagltiny head upon the man's ragged shoulder. Thésraegeas
closed, and | saw tears hover beneath his lashesgdd hands full of grime, pain, and hard labadled
my baby's bottom and stroked his back. No two imaye ever loved so deeply for so short a time.

| stood awestruck. The old man rocked and cradieki i his arms and his eyes opened and set skyuame
mine. He said in a firm commanding voice, "You takee of this baby.'

Somehow | managed, 'l will,’ from a throat that teaomed stone.
He pried Ricki from his chest, lovingly and longingas though he were in pain.
| received my baby, and the man said, 'God bless iya'am, you've given me

my Christmas gift.'

(continued on next page)
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(continued from prior page)
| said nothing more than a muttered thanks. WitkRn my arms, | ran for the car. My husband was
wondering why | was crying and holding Ricki sohtiy, and why | was saying, ‘My God, my God, forgiv
me.'

I had just witnessed Christ's love shown throughitimocence of a tiny child who saw no sin, who enad
judgment; a child who saw a soul, and a mother sdw a suit of clothes. | was a Christian who wasdbl
holding a child who was not. | felt it was God aski'Are you willing to share your son for a montent
when He shared His for all eternity. How did Godlf@hen he put his baby in our arms 2000 years ago?

The ragged old man, unwittingly, had reminded me enter the Kingdom of God, we must become ds litt
children.’

If this has blessed you, please bless others lirsgit on. Sometimes, it takes a child to remigdéiwhat

is really important. We must always remember whaawee where we came from and, most importantly, how
we feel about others. The clothes on your backercar that you drive or the house that you livddas not
define you at all; it is how you treat your felloman that identifies who you are.

This one is a keeper.

It is better to be liked for the true you, tharbwloved for who people think you are......"

What is Stewardship (continued from page 5)

their needs and others. The entrusted possessHiaos lives are to be used with a watchful anthfai
allegiance to God.

There need not be recognition and praise to beveastl; fulfilling the Christian attitude to spreiet Word
of God binds our loyal allegiance and partnersbi@bd.

Stewardship is alive within St. Thomas’. We redagd the possessions entrusted to us and pledged to
return a portion in 2012. We have initiated anReach” effort this year to strengthen our committrie
nourishing parishioners’ faith. God’s Gophers Hafpe will bring joy and understanding to those eagng,
as well as those giving, that stewardship enconggasslping them in their daily lives.

The combination of Bible Studies, Outreach, Stegfensters, Adult and Children Sunday School, and
now God’s Gophers are proof of our intelligent sdedghip. We must continue to observe and dis¢ern t
needs of our parish and community.

# $
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From the Senior Warden

On Sunday, 22 January 2012, | participated in tmemissioning of the Vestry. | was reminded how
fortunate we are to have such experienced and ctiethindividuals, past and present to serve in this
ministry.

| reflected on the dedication and strong leadershipliver Crawley who served his three year commeitt
as both Junior Warden and Senior Warden.

This also marks the end of a three year commitrfmer€harlene Jeffries and Gordy Reese. They led by
glorious example and served with patience, visiah strength.

Dave Zeph has stepped down as Junior Warden abhg wesmber effective January 2012. On behalf ef th
entire congregation, | would like to thank Dave tioeless efforts and dedication to St. Thomas'taed
continuous improvement of our building and grounds.

Mike Griffin has accepted the vestry member positiacated by Dave and has assumed the respomssilit
of Junior Warden. Serving along with Mike throffil2 are David Puckett and Colin Watson.

Serving with me through 2013 are Marty Pate andnDiéeorndike.
Three new members, Sue Comstock, Jack Beyer andREmse were elected to serve through 2014.

| have accepted Father Craig's request to ser8emrisr Warden but will look to the congregation for
support. | welcome your input and suggestionslamaint to hear your concerns.

Together we are stronger.

%

God’s Gophers Get Going

We began the new St Thomas ministry on Monday, aanl6 in the parish hall with 17 attendees sharing
their thoughts on how we can pool our time andital&Ve are still in the early stages of developimg
program, but we are ready to start. Since thatimggemore parishioners have come forward to vaant
We’ll always welcome more.

The ministry provides assistance to any parishiariey needs some help doing errands, chores, of smal
projects around the home on a one-time or reocayirasis. All we need is for any member of theghato
let us know what they need by contacting

Father Craig;

Kathy in the parish office;

Or, putting a Gopher Slip to be found in the peto ithe offering plate.

(continued on next page)
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God’s Gophers Get Going (continued from last page)

We intend to do hands-on projects and will coorthiremy of our efforts with other St. Thomas minéestr
We want to augment parish ministry efforts anddwgilicate or compete with what is already being
provided.

The Gophers will be made up of teams from our pasigh a wide variety of talents. We should always
have someone to respond to a problem in reasotiatde

When the Gophers get a request, we will contacp#nshioner and send a person or team, if negggear
the home to provide the assistance. If the praogelseyond the scope of our resources, we wikast be
able to identify other avenues that can be pursuddding recommending trusted contractors.

We are prepared to do small plumbing repairs irolyteaks, replace light bulbs, some yard work,
transportation, organizing rooms and closets anadweork repair.When in doubt, contact us We will
respond to all requests and follow up to make gateare getting the help you need.

We hope this effort gives all parishioners a saissomfort that they can rely on their fellow Stdrhas
parishioners if and when they have a problem ardbedouse.

The Great Commission

&‘ H' e - “Jesus came and said to the disciples, ‘All autiion heaven and on earth has
ll ' Bt Thomae |2 | been given to me. Go therefore and make disciglef pations, baptizing them in
i R L the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Slairit, and teaching them to

obey everything that | have commanded you. And rebsz, | am with you always,

-
!

Episcopal

4 Thureh to the end of the age.”
e Matthew 28:18-20
Y

Itis a joy for all Christians to answer God's callto share their faith, and
bring others to know and love the Lord Jesus Christvithin the fellowship of the
Church. Invite someone to attend a worship serviceith you this Sunday.

Our Mission...

“To grow in the knowledge and love of God
through our worship of Him, our service to Him, andur study of His Word,;
and to bring others to know Jesus Christ as Lordda8avior
within the fellowship of the Church.”




